


Laying Down a Burden 
         
“Owe no one anything, except to love one another….”     -Romans 13:8 
 
“Fundraising from the point of view of the gospel says to people: ‘I will take your money and invest it in this vision only i f it is 
good for your spiritual journey, only if it is good for your spiritual health.’”     -Henri Nouwen 
 
Every Sunday morning at the outset of worship, I invite you to lay down whatever burden you are carrying, entrust it 
to God, and rest for a moment in God’s grace. Grace–the enduring goodness and mercy of God–allows us to let fall 
the heavy things of life, taking upon ourselves instead the burden of Christ, the burden of faith and love, which he 
calls “easy” and “light” (Matt. 11:30). 
 
Those other burdens have a way of preventing us from living free, shackled by our narrow perspectives and anxie-
ties. This is true not only in our personal lives, but also in congregational life. In particular, financial burdens have a 
way of limiting the range of possibilities for ministry, both for lack of funding and lack of vision. Financially healthy 
congregations are free to live abundantly in faith and love, unencumbered by fears related to sustainability. 
 
This is the objective of the campaign initiated by the Mortgage Reduction Team (MRT) and Stewardship ministry this 
spring. “Fundraising is precisely the opposite of begging,” writes priest and author Henri Nouwen, “When we seek to 
raise funds we are not saying, ‘Please, could you help us out because lately it’s been hard.’ Rather, we are declaring, 
‘We have a vision that is amazing and exciting. We are inviting you to invest yourself through the resources that God 
has given you–your energy, your prayers, and your money–in this work to which God has called us.” 
 
It’s clear that God has called Peace Lutheran Church to important work. Just look around and you’ll see saints re-
sponding to that call, both to gather God’s beloved into this communion of faith and to turn outward toward our 
neighbors near and far. The Spirit of God is active in and through us, that’s for certain. The question is how sustain-
able our ministries will continue to be in financial terms. 
 
The plan to raise a lump sum of $160,000 or more (the first $50,000 of which has come from the estate gifts of de-
parted saints, with an additional $50,000 devoted to matching our gifts) aims to reduce our monthly mortgage pay-
ment by $1,000 or more for the remainder of the loan period. That’s a savings of $12,000 per year for over a dec-
ade. Paired with our growth in regular giving, this reduction in debt burden would improve the congregation’s finan-
cial health dramatically. Imagine future fourth-quarter meetings where we’re concerned not about meeting our 
budget, but about how best to invest our surplus in other ministries of God’s justice and mercy! 
 
Many thanks to the MRT and Stewardship ministry for your creativity and boldness in this effort. And many thanks to 
you, the people of Peace Lutheran Church, both for your cheerful participation in this project to lay down the burden 
of our mortgage debt and for your daily generosity. 
 
Peace, 
 





It was a beautiful afternoon in Kansas City, the breeze had a slight bight to it, adding a certain clarity to 
the day.  The sun felt warm on my face. I had an evening to myself, and was looking forward to    
checking out a new restaurant for dinner before my departure the next morning.  I didn’t hear him the 
first two times he called, but I did the third time: “Hey buddy!”  He had been following me in a half trot, 
trying to catch up to me.  I turned, we made eye contact. In his twenty’s, he had that look of an urban 
hiker, wiry, lean, dark wavy hair down to his shoulders.  “You got a couple of bucks? I head out          
tomorrow, but want to get into the shelter and take a shower.” I could see the flicker of hope in his eyes 
fade as I slowly shook my head.  “Sorry, man.” He nodded in understanding, looking somewhat lost, as 
I turned back towards the meal that awaited me just around the corner. 
 
As I sat there, trying to savor my noodle bowl, I felt God’s disappointment.  I could have offered him a 
meal here. I could have walked with him to the shelter, to check out his story. Heck, I could have just 
handed the guy a ten spot, and not worried about whether he’d drink it or put it into a needle.  That day, 
I fell short. As I finished my meal, I prayed that God open my eyes to the needy around me. 
 
When I look around at peace, I see God’s work taking place everywhere I look.  I see backpack         
programs feed into the kids in our neighborhood. I see the generosity in response to our mortgage re-
duction campaign. (WOW, and thank you.)  I see our youth raising funds for a service trip to Idaho. Eve-
rywhere I turn, there is an opportunity to make a difference. To bring in more food, to participate in an-
other fundraiser, to write another check.   
 
It occurs to me that I can’t do it all.  I don’t always have time to bring in that bag of groceries.  Or       
participate in that fundraiser. Or to write another check. And that is OK. 
 
I regret not acting differently in Kansas City.  I felt God calling me to act, and I turned away. But I know I 
am forgiven.  This Lenten season I repent of the ways I have fallen short, knowing that I will fall short 
again.  Each day I open my eyes anew to the world around me, and if I listen, I hear His voice, calling 
out to me, and I trust that he will not ask of me more than I can give. 
 
It is our hope that you see everything going on at Peace as Spirit driven, as people trying to respond as 
they feel God calling them to act.  Each is an opportunity, yet it is also the hope of Stewardship that you 
will respond only as you feel God calling you to respond, not out of guilt, or obligation.  It has to be OK 
to not do it all. 
 
Dave Ekse 
On behalf of the Stewardship Ministry 
Dave Ekse, Ellen Aronson, Werner Boettcher  



Thank you to the following Peace members who 
came out and made the kitchen sparkling clean this 

past February: 
 

Nancy Armstrong 
Barb King 

Evelyn Swenson 
Jan Barrett 
Barb Hamry 
Marlys Tron 

 

You are greatly appreciated! 
 

Cookie Alert! 
 
As part of our anniversary celebration on May 19th, 
we will have an old-time bake sale.  You are invited to 
participate!  Have an old family recipe?  A favorite 
cookie?  Something the kids like to make?  Share 
and enjoy!  More details to come! 



Application are available for graduating seniors.  
Please send graduates name to the office and an  

application will be sent to you. 
 

Also, if you have a graduate this year, high school or 
college, and you would like to recognize them on 
graduation Sunday, please email Sara their name 

and school to office@peacepuyallup.org 
 

*REMINDER:  Previous scholarship recipients have a 
year to use their scholarship monies. 

Scholarship Applications 



Youth Summer Mission Trip 
Idaho Servant Adventure 

July 13th - 20th  
Shoshone Base Camp 

9th - 12th Grade 

Holden May Youth Weekend 

ALYVE Synod Youth Retreat 

7th - 12th Grade 
 

Shuswap Lake Trip 
(Wicklanders cabin in Canada) 

 

 
 
 
 

August 5th - 8th 
 

See Bill for more info 



Joan Linden 
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Jordan Culpepper 

Linda Tilman 

Connor Aronson 

Dr. Paul Gerstmann 

Jenny Wicklander 

Ben Woodbury 

Tray Larson 

Baerbel Lorenz 

Jordan Culpepper 

Khm’rom Meas 

Dylan Tait 

Phyllis Bench 
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Nick Teddy 

Virginia Spaulding 

Don Larson  

Laura Casillas 

Linda Tilman 

Jasmine Lee 

JoAnn Robinson 

Jordan Teddy 

Kaitlyn Albenesius 
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The other day I was taking advantage of a Fab 4 sale 
on cereal at the local Safeway store.  Outreach team 
members, as well as others in our congregation, are 
always on the lookout for good deals on items for our 
weekend backpack food.  And with summer quickly 
approaching I thought I would pick up some cereal 
for the summer food program.  In my cart I had about 
20 boxes of cereal and 40 cans of soup (the deals 
were too good to pass up!).  I was standing in line to 
check out and a gentleman looks at my cart and asks 
“food bank donation?” Large quantities of a single 
item in your cart at the grocery store often generates 
conversations with others and provides a great op-
portunity to share about community outreach!  I re-
plied “My church works with Communities in Schools 
on a summer food program”.  He introduced himself 
as Kevin Brown, a board member for Communities in 
Schools and asked me “which church?”  He was fa-
miliar with all the churches involved in the summer 
program and expressed the excitement and gratitude 
the board has about the new summer program and 
thanked our church for our work in the community.  I 
would just like to take the opportunity to pass Kevin 
Brown’s gratitude along to all of you who respond to 
God’s call to love and serve our neighbors through 
providing food and time to our support of children in 
our local community.     
Peace, Karen 

Peace Lutheran will once again be partnering with 
Communities in Schools of Puyallup and other local 
churches to provide a summer supplemental food 
program to support local families in the Puyallup 
School District. 
This program is offered to families enrolled in the 
weekend backpack program, including our students 
we support at Spinning Elementary. 
 

HELPFUL DONATION ITEMS INCLUDE: 
 

 Peanut Butter (16oz) 
 Jelly 
 Cereal (full size box) 
 Canned Soup 
 Canned Pasta 
 Pasta Noodles (spaghetti, etc. 16 oz) 
 Canned Spaghetti Sauce 
 Mac n Cheese 
 Rice a Roni 
 Pasta Roni 
 Tuna Fish 
 Canned Chicken 
 Canned Green Beans and Corn 
 Canned Fruit 

 

FOOD PROGRAM 



Did you know that 14 fellow members are train-
ing for the Seattle Rock and Roll Half Marathon?  
Our Peace team will join thousands of other run-
ners across the United States to raise money for 
clean water in vulnerable communities. 
 
We invite you to participate in three fun events to 
help us meet our fundraising goal: 
 
 Bring your coins for a special noisy offering 

on Sunday, April 28th 

 Participate in the 1st annual Peace 1-mile 

run/bike/walk on Sunday, April 28th at 1:00 

pm 

 Join us for an afternoon Bunco date on Sun-

day, May 5th at 4:00 p.m.  (chips, guacamole 

and salsa will be provided) 

 
Look for more event information in the gathering 

area on Sundays in April! 

All of us on the property ministry team would like to 

give a big shout out to everyone who came to the an-

nual spring clean up.  Polished pews, clean windows, 

all the flower beds raked, and many of them weeded, 

walls scrubbed and painted, chairs and tables 

cleaned, it was all done in short order. We got the 

work done so quickly, people started to leave, and I 

hadn’t ordered the pizza yet!  I’ll be better organized 

next time.  

In other property news, we hope to have the gather-

ing space restroom floor repaired over the next few 

weeks, as well as the sink in the kitchen. We have 

also been doing battle on the office plumbing, and 

hope to have….wait for it...an actual flushing toilet in 

the office by the end of March.  As you read this, fin-

ishing touches should be complete on our newly re-

model education wing women’s restroom. 

 

Gentlemen, come join us for men’s breakfast and fel-

lowship from 8:30 to 9:30 Saturday, April 6th.  Dennis 

Steinberg and Dave Ekse are doing the cooking. 

You’ve been warned. Afterwards is the property meet-

ing at 9:30, all are welcome! 

 

Team Property 



Chancel Easter Garden 
During Holy Week, please bring non-fragrant        

flowering plants (such as Azaleas, hydrangeas or    
tulips) potted or in an arrangement, for the chancel 

garden on Easter.   
Please do not bring Easter Lilies due to allergies. 

You may take your plant or arrangement home after 
the last Easter service. 

Palm Sunday - April 14th - 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday - April 18th - 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday - April 19th - 6:30 p.m. 
Easter Sunday - April 21st - 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

We have a fabulous retreat planned, but we do need 
to know if you are coming! 

Sign Up Deadline is Sunday April 14th 
Please talk with Jenny Moore to sign up and pay 

fees! 



MAY 
5th - Spinning Weekend Food Packaging Project 
5th - World Vision Race Team Bunco Night 
5th - Confirmation Mini Retreat 
9th - Outreach Kitchen Use 
19th - WELCA Bake Sale 
24th - Youth Holden Weekend 
31st - Confirmation Spring Lock-In 
 

Grab your broom and some gloves and join us in 
spiffing up downtown!  

 

April 27 9-12 

The 2019 season opens Saturday, 
April 20th 

The Market is open Saturdays from 9 am - 2 pm 

86th Annual Daffodil Parade 
 

 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 

Parade Start Times: 
Tacoma – 10:15 AM 
Puyallup – 12:45 PM 
Sumner – 2:30 PM 
Orting – 5:00 PM 

Fri, April 5, 2019 
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Pioneer Park Pavilion  

Grand Opening Celebration for MultiCare  
Good Samaritan ER - Parkland 

April 13 - 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 



PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

214 East Pioneer 
Puyallup, WA 98372 


