
 

 



 

 

Dignity First 
 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
 to loose the bonds of injustice, 
 to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
 and to break every yoke? 
 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
 and not to hide yourself from your own kin?      

- Isaiah 58:6-7 

 

Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head. 

- Matthew 8:20 

 

When he cast a vision for the fullness of time, the Master cautioned that we would all be accountable for the 
ways we have attended to him throughout the ages. Master, how could we possibly have recognized you? we’ll 
ask. And he’ll reply, Just as you did it to the least – the poor, the ill, the stranger – you did it to me (Matthew 
25:31-46). 

Our community is fiercely divided over the fact of homelessness. The tenor of public debate has reached a fe-
ver pitch, inhibiting any kind of genuine collaboration to address the complex dynamics related to homeless-
ness.  

Moreover, the terms of the debate are polarizing, and often obscure the wisdom at the heart of our sacred 
story. How are people of faith to stand under the commands and promises of God in order that we might view 
the members of our community who experience homelessness through the proper lens?  

In unison with other biblical voices, the prophet Isaiah describes right worship in terms of right relationship with 
our most vulnerable neighbors. And Jesus makes it personal by insisting that his own likeness is reflected in the 
face of every marginalized person we meet. Clearly, the stakes are high.  

Strategic policy with regard to homelessness is vitally important. But, let us never forget that our homeless 
neighbors are not simply a problem to be solved (or willfully neglected), but people to be seen. Instead of talk-
ing about them, let’s talk to them. And, let’s begin by affording them the dignity we would afford the Master him-
self.  

 

Peace, 

 

 

 



 

 

Baptism of 

Simon Mark Sutton 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 



 

 

Thank You 

Thank you, people of Peace, for celebrating 
Simon's baptism with us! We are very grateful 
for your commitment to supporting him in his 
life of faith, and the loving care you provide 
our family. 

-The Suttons  



 

 

The congregation’s council plays a critical role in the leadership of Peace Lutheran Church. 

 

Can you think of a member whose gifts and perspective would benefit council?  Please consider nomi-

nating him or her for a position beginning January 2019.  The election will take place at the congrega-

tional meeting in December.  Nominees will be contacted prior to the election in order to provide in-

sight into the work of the council and an opportunity to accept or refuse the nomination. 

 

Per the constitution, council members serve a two-year term, at which point the are eligible for reelec-

tion once.  We would like to elect 5 members to council this year. 

 

 Outgoing members of council who are not eligible for reelection include:   

Deena  Jamison, Becky VonWahlde, Paula Schulz, Leo Armstrong and Crystal  

Cunningham. 

 

 Members currently serving who will remain on council and do not need to be reelected 

include:  Tim Mahaffie, Dave Mahaffie, Lisa Woodbury, Allison Burch, Dani Jo Andrews and 

Andy Burch. 

 

 Members of council whose terms are ending but who are eligible for reelection this year 

include:  Becca Johnstone, Mary Boben, Diane Dean, Karen Ekse and Pippa Simpson-

Younger. 

 

All other baptized and confirmed members are also eligible.  Please do nominate them! 

 

Council nominations are due Monday, December 3rd. 

2019 Council Nominations  



 

 

Follow us on Instagram—Peacepuyallup 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Visit our website—www.peacepuyallup.org 

General Fund  

September 2018 

 September Giving   $25,953.69   YTD Giving  $186,974.05 

 September Expense    $26,567.42   YTD Expense  $218,277.38 

 September Difference ($774.24)   YTD Difference ($14,618.46)  

            2018 Budget  $290,586.00 

The church has updated all the first aid kits.  There 

are maps on the walls that indicate the location of 

each kit.  All have the basic first aid supplies.  The 

kitchen kit is significantly larger should you ever need 

it.  The kits also have an attached plastic bag.  This 

contains a pen, injury report forms and hypoaller-

genic band-aids and report forms.  

Please familiarize yourself with the kit locations. 

Submitted by: D.Dean 

Thank you, Diane, for all your work on this project! 

Church office will be closed Monday, November 12th.  Welcome to Peace! 
 

Are you a new participant with the congregation 
within the last year or so? We're so glad you're part of 

our community and we'd like to get to know you   
better. 

Please join other newcomers as well as longstanding 
members for conversation and treats on Sunday,  

November 18, 4:00-5:30, at the Johnstones'. 

RSVP to Pastor Nate at pastor@peacepuyallup.org or 
253.845.8819.  

mailto:pastor@peacepuyallup.org


 

 

Sunday, November 4th  

Adult Formation: Jesus and Empire  
(Sundays between services beginning November 11th) 

The Roman Imperial world is the social-political-
economic context of Jesus' story. How does that  
context shed light on our understanding of the      

Gospel, both in the ancient imperial context and in 
our own?  

Sessions will include: "American Identity and a       
Depoliticized Jesus," "Resistance and Rebellion in 

Judea and Galilee," "God's Judgment of the Imperial 
Order," and "Covenantal Community and                 

Cooperation," among others. 

Our discussion will be rooted in Richard 
Horsley's Jesus and Empire: The Kingdom of God 

and the New World Disorder. Please read along, or 
simply join the conversation! 



 

 

Anniversaries 

Tyra Larson 

Lisa Woodbury 

Lauren Storm 

Carrie Mandt 

Connor Aronson 

Brandy Williams 

Bobbi Van Alstyne 

Livia Mahaffie 

Donald Carbone 

Kevin Mandt 

Andrea Bennett 

Erin Smith 

Eric Anderson 

Dr. Paul Gerstmann 

Emily Smith 

Kyle Aronson 

Lily Mace 

Becca Hanson 

Rebecca Togstad 

Tim Mahaffie 

Pastor Nate Sutton 

Matthew Smith 

Lacie Filkins  
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18 

19 

21 

23 

25 

27 

Francesca Bucher 

Kalex Gerstmann 

Jenn Doerr 

Amanda Long 

Martha Gerstmann 

Ron Dymond 

Sara Anderson 

Christopher Long 

Scott Togstad 

Edward Andrews 

Max Parker 

Colleen Thrift 

Pam Brehon 

David McIntyre 

Carole Lee 

Marlys Tron 

Brenda Mandt 

Becky Von Wahlde 

Chris Lee 

Janis Barrett 

Emily Smith 

 



 

 



 

 

Using the van for a ministry event? 
 

Please plan ahead and check with Sara about the 
van's availability! (office@peacepuyallup.org or 
253.845.8819) 

 

Travel safely!  

Caring and Calling 
 

"Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ." - Galatians 6:2 

 

 

 

 

Have you noticed someone's absence from church? 
Have you perceived that someone is carrying a bur-
den? Please call your friends and fellow members 
and let them know you've missed them! And, with 
permission, please let the office know if there is a 

pressing concern. 253.845.8819.  

Peace Choir is welcoming to all singers interested 
in our ministry. Practice is Wednesday night 7pm- 
8:15pm…We can also arrange for child care. If you 
love to sing, you are invited to join us. You do not 

have to read music to join with our ministry. 
 

Sunday, November 11th is Thankoffering Sunday dur-

ing both services.  Peace ladies have been involved 

with this for many years.  Some ladies collect coins 

all year long from their feeling of thankfulness and 

bring their offering on this special Sunday.  All ladies 

can participate with the donations send on directly to 

Women of the ELCA for supporting of many projects. 

Parents of Youngish Families 

 

 

There is a new ministry at Peace. The ministry is 
aimed at Parents of Youngish Families. If you think 
you might have a youngish family, then you probably 
do.  

The aim of this ministry is to enable parents to come 
together and participate in spiritual growth together. 
This might mean a book study that we all do, or we 
can discuss raising children of faith. Whatever we do, 
we want to be able to do it together so that we can 
grow together. 

We have an initial meeting on Saturday November 
2nd at 2pm at the Church with the idea to move onto 
CaskCades on Meridian. There will be child support 
at the Church so more than one parent can come. If 
you are interested in helping to build this ministry 
then you are invited to attend. For more information 
please talk to Pippa on Sundays or email Pastor 
Nate. 

mailto:office@peacepuyallup.org


 

 

Study Leader: Evelyn Swenson 

Hostess:  Barb King 

 

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 

Postcards! 
 

Let's celebrate our wide welcome at Peace. Please 
take as many postcards as you'd like, and send them 
to your friends, neighbors, community organizations, 
or others you think might be looking for a church 
home. 



 

 

Confirmation Families! 
 

Please mark your calendars for the following dates: 
 

Sunday, November 4, 12-4 PM - mini-retreat 

*please note this is a date change from the original schedule 

 

We will continue to begin with a potluck meal, and 
parents/family members will be encouraged to     
participate during part of each of these retreats. 

 

This fall, we'll be taking a closer look at Jesus and the 
cross, the very heart of the Christian faith! Karen Ekse 
will continue to provide valuable adult leadership, for 

which we are very grateful. 

Nov 4:  Confirmation mini retreat 12pm - 4pm 

Nov 8:  Confirmation service project - serving 
  dinner at the armory 5:45pm - 6:30pm 

Nov:  CONNECT 

Nov 17: Youth Auction 

Nov 25: CONNECT 

There is still time!  DO you have an item or service 

you would like to donate to the youth for the auction?  

If so, please contact Bill Haines or Sara in the office.  



 

 

Elementary Kids Party 

Hosted by Peace Lutherans High School Youth 

Sunday, December 9th 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Games, gingerbread house making and a movie. 

 

Christmas Swags Making & Decorating Party 

Saturday, December 1st 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Sell dates:  December 2nd & 9th 

 



 

 

Are You A Steward, or Trustee, of the Congregation? 
  

Contrary to what you may think, at Peace Lutheran Church we are all stewards and trustees of this 
church. It is not only those on the Stewardship Team or the Church Council who are stewards. Let me 
explain… 

 

 Stewardship is defined in Webster’s Dictionary as follows: “the careful and responsible management 
of something entrusted to our care.” Has not God entrusted each of us at Peace to assist him in carry-
ing out his mission in this world through this church? We are asked to use our time, talents, and treas-
ure to spread the good news of the gospel, to glorify God, and to help those in need. 

 

 An important part of being a good steward, or trustee, is the giving of some of our “treasure,” which 
we have received through the grace of God. In 2 Corinthians 9:11-13 we find the following: “God will 
give you so much so that you can give away much... so two good things happen as a result of your 
gifts - those in need are helped, and they overflow with thanks to God... they will praise God for this 
proof  that your good deeds are as good as your doctrine.” 

 

 Your willingness to give cheerfully is more important than the amount you give. But the goal is to tithe 
(10% of your material blessings), if you can give cheerfully. We should not treat our offering as an obli-
gation, or another bill to pay. We are all stewards, or trustees, of this church, which is God’s house. Our 
offerings are really gifts to ourselves as stewards or trustees of Peace Lutheran, resources that we will 
use to glorify God and help the less fortunate. Please give cheerfully, as you are able! 

 

 Werner Boettcher 



 

 

The biblical standard for our offering is the “tithe,” or 10% of our household income. Many people of 

faith have found great purpose in making strides toward the tithe, discovering that their lives are trans-

formed by this discipline of generosity. How does your current practice of giving relate to your life of 

faith? Are you capable of giving more generously? How might growing your giving be transformative 

for you? 

 

Please refer to the chart below as a reference for pursuing your own goals for giving. And, thank you! 

 

Income: $20,000 

 

 
 
Income: $50,000 

 

 
 
Income: $100,000 

 

 
 

       Gift Percent        Annual Gift        Monthly Gift 

            10%            $2,000             $166.67 

             7%            $1,400             $116.67 

             5%            $1,000             $83.33 

       Gift Percent        Annual Gift        Monthly Gift 

            10%            $5,000             $416.67 

             7%            $3,500             $291.67 

             5%            $2,500             $208.33 

       Gift Percent        Annual Gift        Monthly Gift 

            10%            $10,000             $833.33 

             7%            $7,000             $583.33 

             5%            $5,000             $416.67 



 

 

Thanks to the continued generosity of Dick Shipman, we will have turkey dinners available 
again this year!  What a blessed tradition! 

If you know of a family who would enjoy one of these meal baskets, please fill out a           
nomination form and place it in the box marked “Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets” in the         

gathering area, turn it into Sara in the office or turn it into Karen Ekse. 

Feel free to nominate members of our congregation or to nominate relatives, friends, 
neighbors, acquaintances or community members.  All are welcome to the meals.  We have 

limited meals available so please sign up as soon as possible.  Please submit all nominations 
by Sunday, November 11th. 



 

 

Thank you from Spinning Elementary  

It has been an amazing experience to work with 
our refugee family through the Circle of Welcome 
program. It is an eye opener for me since I have 
never experienced living in another country. I am 
taking full of advantage of the Google Translate 
app! 

Members of our team continue to meet weekly to 
work on building the parent's skills in English. 
The parents also go twice a week to ELL classes 
at Green River Community College. Both parents 
have gotten their Washington state driver's li-
censes. The father has done some temporary 
jobs but is still looking for a steady position. Any-
one know of a good position for a willing worker 
with limited English? 

Thanks to Paula Schulz for donating a computer 
tower (thanks to Jenny Moore for the other parts) 
and to Mark Siltala for wiping the computer and 
installing Windows 10 (thanks to Kyle Aronson 
and Matt Kaes for ongoing tech support). The 
computer is up and running! 

Thank you to Denise Mace, Nancy Armstrong, 
Barb King, Jennifer Dvorak, Sara Fowler, Len and 
Jan Barrett, and Beth Cook who have donated 
clothing and other items for the children. They 
are much appreciated and are being put to good 
use! 

The Circle of Welcome team members are al-
ways happy to tell you how things are going! 
Team members are Bethany Sutton, Mary 
Boben, Katie Ekse, Karen Ekse, Lisa Woodbury, 
Sue Casillas, Andy Casillas, Jenny Moore, and 
Charlene Cook. 

Thanks to your generosity we continue to provide 
weekend food packs to 33 students at Spinning 
Elementary! On October 16, Virginia, Chris, Ann, 
Jennifer, Dave, Pastor, and Charlene packed 128 
bags. Another food packing opportunity is 
planned for Nov. 11 during the Sunday School 
hour. Come and join the Sunday School students 
in this food packing ministry. Items we can use 
are soup, canned pasta, individual serving pea-
nut butter, individual fruit cups,100% fruit juice, 
and boxed macaroni and cheese. See Karen 
Ekse or Charlene Cook if you have any questions.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

214 East Pioneer 

Puyallup, WA 98372 


