


Church Will Never Be Canceled 
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

- Matthew 18:20 

 

“The church is never a place, but always a people; never a fold but always a flock; never a sacred building but 

always a believing assembly. The church is you who pray, not where you pray. A structure of brick or marble 

can no more be the church than your clothes of serge or satin can be you.” 

- John F. Havlik 

 

The snow storm last month prompted a number of congregations to cancel Sunday worship, inspiring a series 

of impromptu webcasts featuring preachers at their dining room tables or in their back yards. Peace canceled 

Sunday school and a confirmation event that day, but gathered for our regularly scheduled services of Holy 

Communion. We trusted each other to make wise judgments as to the safety of traveling conditions, and con-

sequently gathered as a smaller than usual (but just as mighty) assembly. 

 

Even if we had canceled worship that day, however, we could never have canceled church. The word “church,” 

of course, defines a people, not a place or event. It’s true that Christian identity is established and sustained pri-

marily through our belonging in the assembly gathered in the name of Christ on Sunday mornings. And, be-

cause church buildings are furnished with fonts, pulpits, and tables – symbols of the Christian bath, God’s word 

of promise, and the Lord’s Supper – they are reliable and beloved locations for the church to assemble. 

 

But it’s equally true that Christ accompanies us wherever two or three are gathered in his name. He greets us 

each new morning with the promise of new life; he opens our eyes to his presence in our daily table fellowship; 

he accomplishes his work in and through us, his living body, seven days a week. 

 

That’s why church will never be canceled, friends. The church is you, your family, your neighbors and friends, 

even strangers you meet in the name of Christ. So next snow day, even if you can’t make it to church, be 

church for each other. And don’t forget to come back the next week. 

 

Peace, 

 



Members of Council, Finance, Stewardship, and the Mortgage Reduction Team have been working diligently 
since December to develop and formalize a plan for addressing our current debt and the operating deficit. 
 
We look forward to presenting more details at the Congregational Meeting on March 3rd and hope you can 
attend for this important conversation. As recommended by the Mortgage Reduction Team, and approved by 
Council, we have a plan to make a significant payment towards the principal of our loan and reduce our 
monthly payment. 
 
In the coming weeks, we are asking all members of the Peace Lutheran Church community to prayerfully con-
sider participating in this effort. More information to follow. 
 
Your Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Mortgage Reduction Team and Stewardship Committee 
Pippa Simpson-Younger, Dani Jo Andrews, Tim Mahaffie, Dave Ekse, Ellen Aronson, Werner Boettcher 

What we did yesterday makes us who we are today... 
 
I was in the Kitchen the other day, the fridge humming along in it's growly way,  reminding me:  I'm here. I'm 
ready.  Let's get to work.  Lunches for kids.  Sandwiches for the homeless.  Soup for the shut-in...  I have person-
ally done none of this, yet, it has all happened.  Loving hands feeding countless hungry people over the years, 
out of this kitchen. 
 
A Kitchen built by members of our congregation.  Thank you.  Thank you for the countless meetings, the tough 
decisions, and the financial investment you made.   You created a foundation for a future of serving the 
neighbor that we are, sometimes in fits and starts, fulfilling! 
 
And it is not just the kitchen.  It is an education roof that does not leak when it rains.  It is a 125 year old sanctu-
ary, warm (most days) and inviting, with modern lighting, a modern sound system, and modern visual aids.  It is 
a large, open, gathering space with updated electrical and plumbing that welcomes not just our congregation, 
but also the neighbor. 
 
Was it expensive?  Yes, these things always are.  But they empower us to do God's work today, and I cannot 
imagine Peace Lutheran Church without them. 
 
Thank you. 
Stewardship 



Well, is everyone ready for Old Man Winter to 

breathe his last for another season?  A big thank 

you to Pat Moore, Chris Lee, and everyone else who 

all worked to keep the sidewalks clear during the 

great “snow-pocalypse” of February.  We greatly  

appreciate it.  Easter is just around the corner, and 

we will be setting up a couple of work parties      

beforehand in anticipation of the Big Day.   Weather 

permitting, we hope to have a work party on March 

16th or 23rd to clean up the flower beds, etc.  More 

info to follow. 

In the “exciting news” department, the work has  

begun on the Women’s restroom in the Ed Wing!  

By the time you read this, if all has gone well, we 

should have a newly remodeled women’s rest 

room.  In other restroom news, we realize that hav-

ing a gathering space restroom out of commission 

is a big inconvenience—you can be sure it is a high 

priority for us to get it back up and working.  Thanks 

for being patient.  In “other news”, we got our first 

natural gas usage statement, and, while this Janu-

ary was warmer than last January, it looks like the 

new insulation and lower thermostats are going to 

be a big help in reducing our heating bills.  And   

finally, but certainly not least, Men’s breakfast is  

Saturday, March 2nd.  Come join us at 8:30 for some 

coffee, conversation, and good eats! 

Sunday, March 10th 

Sunday, March 17 

We have some incredible youth here at Peace.      
Linnea just celebrated her birthday, and in instead of 

presents she collected food for our food packing    
program.  She also received money to purchase 

more food needed.  Way to go Linnea!  



Wednesday, March 6th Wednesday, March 6th   

6:30 pm Worship with Imposition of Ashes 



MARCH 
3rd - First-Quarter Congregational Meeting  
5th - Shrove Tuesday 
14th - Outreach Kitchen / Armory Dinner 
24th - Confirmation Service Project  
28th - Summer Food Program Planning Meeting  
APRIL 
7th - Spinning Weekend Food Packaging Project 
MAY 
9th - Spinning Weekend Food Packaging Project 
 

Wednesday, March 13thWednesday, March 13th  

10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m.  

Leader:  Hostess:  

Another great night with Mountain View, Pilgrim and Celebration Lutheran.. This time 6th -9th Grade. Toilet pa-
per dodge ball round two, games, pizza and a campfire with Smores.  



 3rd - CONNECT 

 5th - Shrove Tuesday 

 8 - 10 - ALYVE Retreat 

 17th - CONNECT 

 24th - Confirmation Service Project 

 31st - CONNECT 

Youth Summer Mission Trip 

Idaho Servant Adventure 

July 13th - 20th  
Shoshone Base Camp 

SW WA Synod Youth 

ALYVE Retreat  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday - Sunday 

March 8 - 10 
Camp Arnold - Eatonville 

$75 
 

9th - 12th Grade 

Holden May Youth Weekend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 24th - 26th  
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They are not afraid…   
A reflection on serving at Freezing Nights 

 

I recently helped serve dinner at the Freezing Nights 

program hosted down the street at the Immanuel Lu-

theran church facility.  The mother of a church mem-

ber had come to check out the program, to see how 

she might get involved, how she might be able to 

help.  And as I was chatting with her, she made the 

observation that the kids were unafraid to speak with 

the guests.  We had 4 upper elementary kids helping 

us serve dinner that night.  And they were, in fact, just 

talking to people.  She had said, “I don’t think they 

“see” the circumstances of the people”.   I am certain 

that these kids understood the situation, they under-

stood the Freezing Nights program, these young ser-

vants understood we are helping those without per-

manent homes. Yet, they had no discussions about 

the issues, or how to find funding, or what are the 

barriers… they offered no solutions.  They just talked 

to people.  I am thankful for these young servants, 

thankful that they are “unafraid”.  Thankful for their 

willingness to simply talk to our neighbors.  Karen 

Ekse 
 

We will be serving dinner at the Freezing Nights Pro-
gram 

Thursday March 7th 
7:30pm – 8:30 pm 

 

Sign Up in the Gathering Area! 



NEW MONTHLY SECTION 
If you, your child, your grandchild, friend, neighbor, 

etc. have recently won award or received recognition 
of any sort.  If you have become a grandparent for the 

1st, 2nd…..10th time!  If you have something or   
someone in your life that you would want to share 

and  recognize, please email Sara at                                           
office@peacepuyallup.org.  We would love to share 

your news and excitement!   

Welcome 
 

Cayne Matthew Dean 
 

February 6, 2019 ~ 8lbs 10 ounces 21 in.  
 

Congratulations Diane Dean and family! 

Shout out to Jacob Fowler (Sara Fowler-office) and Linnea 
Aronson (Kyle & Ellen Aronson) for being presented the   

Friendship Award at Fruitland Elementary.  Their teachers have 
recognize both of them as being great friends with everyone, 

respecting others, caring about peoples safety and well       
being….and just being an over all great friend to ALL!   



PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

214 East Pioneer 
Puyallup, WA 98372 


