


Pillars 
“The LORD is exalted, he dwells on high; 
 he filled Zion with justice and righteousness; 
he will be the stability of your times, 
 abundance of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge; 
 the fear of the LORD is Zion's treasure.”  
- Isaiah 33:5-6 
 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network 
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indi-
rectly.” 
- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
It’s reported that Martin Luther King, Jr. always traveled with a copy of the Bible and Howard 
Thurman’s Jesus and the Disinherited. There wasn’t much room in his bag or time in his sched-
ule, nevertheless he thought those titles important enough to keep close by at all times. They 
were pillars, literary resources that upheld his life and work. 
 
It’s not likely to come as a surprise that I rely on the Rev. Dr. King himself as a pillar. He was a 
courageous agent of social change whose leadership was rooted in Christian faith, hope, and 
love. And, although his life’s work was set in a particular context, he continues to inform the 
generations that have followed him, holding us accountable to his vision for human community. 
 
Who are your pillars, the people whose thoughts and works and lives inspire you? What are the 
literary or artistic resources that speak a timeless word of “salvation, wisdom, and knowledge” 
to you? 



Happy New Year everyone,!  We wanted to share some news regarding the property ministry.  Steve Smith is 
still the chair, but Dave Ekse has teamed up with him to take on general maintenance, along with Andy Casil-
las, who is leading up capital projects.  If you see things that need our attention, please let Dave know, he is 
your go-to guy.  As is always the case with beautiful old buildings, the maintenance list is long, if not very distin-
guished.  What that means is that we might not be able to get to your concern right away, depending on what 
other issues we have that we are dealing with.  Thank you for rolling with it. 
 
One thing that we really appreciate is volunteers.  You don’t have to pay them, they usually show up anyway, 
and they make the work a lot more fun.  You don’t have to have any skills—if we are taking it on, we can teach 
you how to do it.  If you are interested in helping out once in a while, and then joining us afterwards for a bever-
age, let us know - We’ll add your name to the list.  (don’t worry, no commitments!) 
 
So what are we up to these days?  
 
TEAM WARM AND TOASTY:  Steve Smith and Dave Ekse coordinated new insulation above the kitchen 
and the Koinonia room. This area was always lacking insulation and we are hoping to reduce our energy bills 
 
TEAM HESSED:  Andy Casillas, Les Gerstmann, Dennis Steinberg, Kevin Doerr, Dave Cook, Steve Smith, and 
Dave Ekse removed the rot and replaced the wall in the Hessed Classroom. We also replaced a single pane 
glass slider with a double pane window and new door.    
 
TEAM LEAKY ROOF:  Andy Burch and Dave Ekse are tracking down the leak in the fellowship hall near the 
Ed wing 
 
OTHER PROJECTS IN OUR SIGHTS:  (It May not happen this month, but I promise you this, we will git ‘er 
done!) The garage roof, the Ed wing restroom, the floor in the fellowship hall restroom, the Baumbach rental 
house roof and ongoing spot maintenance as things arise. 
 
God’s Peace 
Property Ministry 



It’s that time again!  Time to clean the church kitchen!  

If you are able, please join us on Monday, February 

18th at 9:30 a.m.!  Thank you! 

Southwestern Washington  
Synod Assembly 2019 

 
At the first-quarter congregational meeting, we will elect two members of Peace to represent the congregation 

at the 2019 synod assembly at the Hilton in Vancouver, WA, Friday, June 7 - Saturday, June 8. In addition to 

attending to all the ministry matters of the synod, this year's assembly will elect a bishop. 

 

Please consider nominating a member of Peace to serve in this way! If you have any questions about the 

synod assembly, please contact Pastor Nate: pastor@peacepuyallup.org, 253.845.8819.  

 
Synod Assembly theme:  “See, I am doing a new thing!” Isaiah 43:19 
 
What is the Synod Assembly? 
The Synod Assembly is this Synod’s highest legislative authority working with rostered and lay voting members from all of 
our congregations and mission starts. Each congregation sends at least two lay voting members along with their rostered 
ministers.  How Many Lay Voting Members Does My Congregation Get?  It’s based on your 2018 parochial report sent to 
the ELCA. 
 
What do we do there? 
We will have the opportunity to think and plan for the future of the ELCA and your congregation.  We will learn stories of 
congregations already in the renewal process, learn about ELCA ministries, elect a synod bishop and many other elected 
positions (specifics out in January), hear from our ELCA Churchwide representative on the ministry that the ELCA does 
worldwide, learn things to help our congregations, participate in workshops about moving forward in your ministries and 
how we can help the Church move into the future in new ways, interactive displays.plus we’ll have two beautiful and 
unique worship services for us to participate in together.   You will love hearing the 300-400 voices harmonize together! 
 
Who will your congregation send as Voting Members? 
Please try to send voting members that are interested in moving the ELCA and your congregation into the future with all of 
the excitement, changes and challenges that may bring.  We’ll be thinking outside the box! 

We will be serving a spaghetti dinner for the Freezing 

Nights program at Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Thursday, February 7th 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Please sign up in the gathering area! 

mailto:pastor@peacepuyallup.org
http://www.lutheranssw.org/wp-content/uploads/How-Many-Lay-Voting-Members-Does-My-Congregation-Get-2019.pdf


Wednesday, March 6th  



A HUGE Thank you goes out to the 
many who took on the Hessed wall 

project!  Thank you 
 

 Dave Ekse 
 Karen Ekse 
 Andy Casillas 
 Dave Cook 
 Dennis Steinberg 
 Kevin Doerr 
 Les Gerstmann 
 Steve Smith  

 
One of the things that made this 
project really meaningful was all 

the volunteers that offered to help. 
Dennis Steinberg helped with 

demolition, Kevin Doerr, & Dave 
Cook, helped with materials deliv-
ery, Les Gerstmann, Dave Cook, 
and Andy Casillas all helped with 
construction, and Karen Ekse & 

Steve Smith helped with clean up 
and removal of debris.  

 
We have some of the BEST  

volunteers around!   



December 2018 General Fund  

 

 December Giving   $33,190.80   YTD Giving  $280,091.42 
 December Expense    $28,439.55   YTD Expense  $296,007.38 
 December Difference $4,751.25    YTD Difference ($15,915.96)  
        

         2018 Budget   $290,586.00 

Sunday February 3, 2019 
Bring a can of food and drop a dollar or more in the 

soup pot as you leave worship to help those without 

a bowl of soup to eat.  Lets make a goal of 1 can and 

$2.00 per person in worship!   



Senior / Retiree 

Wednesday, February 6th - 12:00 pm 
 

Please join us for the first potluck of 2019!  Enjoy 
amazing food and fellowship!  All are invited! 

Confirmation Mini Retreat Feb 10th 12pm - 4pm. 
 

Mark your Calendars:  Confirmation Service Project 
and Learning Time, Sunday March 24th.  Meet at 

9:30am during the education hour. 

Outreach Ministry Team will be meeting Sunday, 

February 3rd after second service.  We are looking 

for input and new perspectives as we consider where 

we are at and where we would like to go next with 

our ministry!  Please consider brining your ideas and 

joining us! 



6th - 12th Grade 

SW Synod Youth 

ALYVE Retreat 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 8th - 10th 
Camp Arnold - Eatonville 

 
 

 

February 
 3rd - Sunday School - Souper Bowl of Caring 

 10th - Sunday School - Synod Youth Gathering 

 17th - CONNECT 

 24th - CONNECT 

9th - 12th Grade 

Holden May Youth Weekend 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 24th - 26th  

Youth Summer Mission Trip 

Idaho Servant Adventure 

July 13th - 20th  
Shoshone Base Camp 

Toilet paper dodge ball. Just one of the fun activities 
with the youth from Peace Lutheran, Celebration  
Lutheran , Pilgrim Lutheran, and Mountain View  

Lutheran.  



Monday, February 18 
 

Church Office Closed 

MARCH 
3rd - First-Quarter Congregational Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
5th - Shrove Tuesday 
14th - Outreach Kitchen / Armory Dinner 
24th - Confirmation Service Project 9:30 a.m. 
28th - Summer Food Program Planning Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

214 East Pioneer 
Puyallup, WA 98372 


