
 

 



 

 

[Image: “Jesus Appears to Thomas,” by JESUS MAFA, Cameroon, 1973] 

Late for Easter 
 

“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.”  

-John 20:24 
 

“For most of us, every Sunday is more like the Sunday after Easter. We can hear the accounts, but we were not really there. We did not 
see and touch and experience for ourselves.”   

-Martin B. Copenhaver, in Feasting on the Word, Year A, Vol. 2, 394. 
 

Thomas was late for Easter. Can you imagine his confusion and disappointment? Everyone else was buzzing 
about Jesus’ visit that first Sunday evening, but Thomas had missed it. So, he couldn’t bring himself to celebrate 
with them. “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands… I will not believe.” 
 

Maybe you can relate. After all, we’re late for Easter, too. None of us has had the privilege of an encounter with the 
risen Christ. Our faith is founded instead on the good news as reported to us by others – parents, grandparents, 
and baptismal sponsors; pastors, youth directors, and teachers; celebrated saints and martyrs – all those who have 
repeated the sacred story, planting the seed of faith in each new generation. But, wouldn’t you like to see for your-
self? Wouldn’t you like some hard evidence? 
 

The witness to the resurrection throughout the centuries is itself a miracle, although we are just as reluctant to ac-
cept it as Thomas. Nevertheless, here we are, reading a newsletter article or blog or devotional book, showing up 
to Sunday worship, participating in a Bible study, reading the story to our children or grandchildren, or offering si-
lent, sometimes wordless prayers of gratitude or need. Something calls us back to this impossible truth, that God 
has somehow seen Jesus through pain and death, and will see us through, too. 
 

Your doubt is not weak or shameful. Doubt and faith are two sides of the same coin. But this Easter season, look for 
signs of resurrection to sustain you, little graces to keep you coming back. Listen for words that strike your heart, 
moments that speak to the hope of new life. 
 

And remember: you are blessed, because unlike the first disciples, you have not seen for yourself, yet you continue 
to strive (John 20:29). 



 

 

Wednesday, May 10th, 2017  - 9:30 a.m.  
Study:   Read All Articles in May “Gather” Magazine.   
   Our discussion will be about stories of divine women of faith. 
Study Leader: Barb Hamry 
Hostess:  Renata 

This will be the last meeting until Fall! 

Council Blurbs for April 

The council met on April 11, 2017 opening with devotions and prayer. 

Action items for the council included:   

 Accepting a recommendation from the Bequest Planning Team to distribute funds from the Bjornstad-

Hoogakker-Frederickson memorial funds.  It was approved to grant $90,000 to each of the follow-

ing:  Endowment, Property and Outreach. 

Accepting a recommendation from the Finance committee to use the annual return on the Mission In-

vestment Fund to pay down our mortgage. 

Accepting a recommendation from Property to upgrade the lighting in the church buildings (except the 

sanctuary).  This is part of a Puget Sound energy audit, with approximately 70% of this cost covered 

by a Small Business Grant with Peace paying $2252.50 of the approximately $8000.00 bill.  The en-

ergy savings will be approximately $1250.00 per year so the savings in energy will be immediate. 

Council also approved $300.00 for use by Pastor Nate to attend a synod mentoring group to improve 

spiritual vitality.  Half of the fee will be a gift from the church council 

The council also entertained a proposal for use of our gathering space but it was tabled until the issues 

of legality and tax status can be addressed with the synod due to our non-profit, non-secular status. 

The council will meet again May 9. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula Schulz 



 

 

Children and Families 

Mark your Calendars for May 7th! 

2nd Packaging Project 
 

We hope to provide 50 more packages of             
supplemental weekend food! 

 

The Outreach Ministry Team will meet on May 21st 
after second service!  If you are interested in joining 
our team in planning, brainstorming, and dreaming 
of what the future of our ministry here at Peace looks 
like, all are welcome!  Or feel free to share your 
thoughts and ideas with Mary Boben, Charlene 
Cook, Karen Ekse or Trish Siltala.  We would love to 
hear from you! 

A BIG thank you to Bill, Charlene, Lily 
and Khm’ron for the beautiful paint job in 

the Alcove!   

A couple of months ago the synod's Namibia Task 
Force sent out a call for baby hats and prayer shawls 

for an upcoming trip to Namibia. We responded! 
Five prayer shawls were delivered by Diane Dean to 
be given as gifts to leaders of the Lutheran Church in 

Namibia. 108 baby hats were made to be given to 
babies at Onandjokwe Lutheran Hospital and         

Lutheran hostels in Namibia.  

Still want to make hats? Our next hat project will be 
adult hats for local oncology patients.  See Donna 

Richardson or Charlene Cook for more information. 

Charlene Cook 

Leo Armstrong 



 

 

Western States Youth 

Gathering 

June 26th - July 2nd 
California Lutheran University - Thousand Oaks, California 

Youth & Confirmation Students 

Custom Design Camp 
At Camp Lutherhaven (Idaho) 

 July 16th - July 21st. 
Sign up by Sunday, April 30th 

 

Elementary Youth 

(youth entering 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grades) 

Week at Camp 

June 26th - July 1st  
Sign up by May 15th  

9th - 12th Grade 

Holden Youth Weekend 
 

 

 

 

 

May 19th - 21st 



 

 



 

 

Dee Marino  1 Jessica Thompson 11 Marshall Lee 19 

Zack Halstead 2 Judy Hamilton 12 Laura Mandt 22 

Lacey Henderson 3 Karla Steinberg 12 Jakob McMahon 23 

Kellen Doerr 4 Jill Burch 13 Nancy Armstrong 26 

Emily Dymond 4 Austin Carrigan 14 Andy Bennett 26 

Tim Siltala 6 Kaleb Lamberton 14 Ron Butler 27 

Steve Smith  6 Heidi Denton 15 Ellen Aronson 28 

Kristi Thompson 8 Les Gerstmann 16 Jerry Lange 28 

Jacqueline Fairbanks 10 Layla Runkel 16 Paula Nordby 29 

Hannah Thompson 11 Jayla Albenesius 19 Paul Bench 31 

Wayne Glaser Denise Aho Benjamin Woodbury 

Baerbel Lorenz Leanne Cook Ricka Gerstmann 

Joe Brozick Joy Johnstone Jakob Steinberg 

Mary Ann Larson Laura Casillas Nathaniel Mace 

Jane Smith  Livia Mahaffie Hannah Steinberg 

Paul Bench Kyle Aronson Hannah McMahon 

Kristi Thompson Kaitlyn Cheek Kellen Doerr 



 

 

Saturday, May 6th - 8:30 a.m. 

Senior / Retirees Potluck 

Wednesday, May 3rd  - 12:00 p.m. 

Join us for the last potluck of 2017!!! 

On behalf of Peace Lutheran Church, thank you, quilters, for the gift of your time and your care for the sake of all who will  
enjoy the fruits of your labor. These 108 quilts are signs of your faithfulness, and offerings of love. 



 

 

It's finally spring! Let's get outside and enjoy what 

our area has to offer. Bring your kiddos and come 

enjoy a morning at Northwest Trek Wildlife Park! We 

will meet at the park entrance at 9:30 am on         

Saturday, May 20th.   All are welcome! Please see 

Bethany Sutton with any questions. 

General Admission 

Adults (ages 13-64)   $22.25 

Seniors (ages 65+)   $20.25 

Youth (ages 5-12)   $14.25 

Tots (ages 3 & 4)    $10.25 

2 and Under   FREE 

Pierce County Residents & Military 

Adults (ages 13-64)   $20.25 

Seniors (ages 65+)   $18.25 

Youth (ages 5-12)   $12.25 

Tots (ages 3 & 4)    $9.25 

2 and Under   FREE 

8th annual Watson’s Night Out Event.  A private 

event benefitting Tacoma Lutheran Retirement  

Community, just in time for Mother’s Day! 
 

May 4th  

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 

Attendees receive 30% off a single item purchased 

the night of the event. 
 

Ticket price: $25 

Call 253.284.7538 for ticket or purchase online at 

watsonsgreenhouse.com 



 

 

Do you have favorite coffee spot in the area?  Or 

is there a place you’ve been meaning to try?  If 

you would like to add it to our list of Pastor’s 

Public Hours  locations please email Sara at   

office@peacepuyallup.org.   

We are looking for more meeting spots for the 

summer!!! 

Pastor’s Public Hours for 

May 

May 14th! 

We will return to two services on September, 10th 



 

 

Scholarship Applications 

Applications are available for graduating seniors.  

Please send graduates name to the office and an 

application will be sent to you. 

Also, if you have a graduate this year, high school or 

college, and you would like them recognized on 

Graduation Sunday, please email Sara their name 

and school to office@peacepuyallup.org. 

Celebrate Peace Lutheran Church 

By Sharing Your Favorite Treat! 

Anniversary Bake Sale 

As part of our anniversary Sunday, WELCA will be 

sponsoring an old fashioned bake sale on Sunday, 

May 21st, in-between services. 

Everyone is invited to participate by bringing a 

“goodie” for the sale, but then also purchase some-

thing to take home!!!  Proceeds from the sale will be 

donated to Church Wide Women of the ELCA for 

*Katie’s Fund.   

*Katharina von Bora Luther was a hold woman of faith, 

the wife and partner of Martin Luther.  The fund sup-

ports leadership development, scholarships and edu-

cation of women throughout our church.  Peace Lu-

theran WELCA will match money raised by the sale. 

What to Bring:  Any type of baked good!  Cakes, 

cookies, cup cake, breads, rolls, candy, small des-

serts, etc.   

Containers:  Use only disposable dishes or platters.  

Please put cookies and candies in baggies at a 

dozen of 1/2 dozen per bag. 

Pricing:  Will be done by WLECA 

 

 



 

 

Summary of 2016 Amendments to the Model Constitution of the ELCA 

 

The 2016 Churchwide Assembly authorized the secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America to: 

 

 •  strike the words “ordained minister/s” and replace with the words “minister/s of Word  
  and Sacrament”; 
 
 •  strike the word “clergy” and replace with the words “minister/s of Word and Sacrament”; 
 
 •  strike the words “pastor/s” and replace with the words “minister/s of Word and Sacrament” 
  where appropriate; 
 
 •  strike the words “associate in ministry, diaconal minister and deaconess” and replace with the 
  words “minister/s of Word and Service”; and 
 
 •  make editorial corrections that identify the rosters of this church and implement the creation 
  of the ministers of Word and Service roster. 
 
The amendments also: 
 
 •  acknowledge that the ELCA “participates in The Lutheran World Federation as a global com-
  munion of churches, engaging in faithful witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and in service 
  for the sake of God’s mission in the world.” 
 

•  acknowledge (in addition to “Voting” and “Associate” members) “Seasonal” members as 

 “voting members of other ELCA congregations who wish to retain such membership but de

 sire to participate in the life and mission of this congregation, including exercising limited vot-

 ing rights in this congregation.” (see C8.02.e.) 

 

•  establish expectations for the call and ministry of minister/s of Word and Service (see C9.21-
 31) 

 
•  establish policy for two or more congregations that intend to unite to form a parish (or multi-
 ple-location congregation) (see C20.1-6) 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Sink your teeth into the weekly Bible  

texts with  Pastor Nate, 10:00-11:00 am  

on Tuesdays in the gathering area.   

See you there! 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

214 East Pioneer 

Puyallup, WA 98372 


