
 

 

Here I Stand 
¯For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God ³ not the result of works, so that 

no one may boast.°  - Ephesians 2:8 -9 

¯I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy 
Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith, just as h e calls, 

gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church on earth¤.°- Martin Luther, The Small Catechism  
 

2017 marks the 500 th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, a 
movement throughout western Christianity to reclaim the core       
principle of the faith, namely the gospel of Jesus. In defiance of       
ecclesiastical and imperial authority, the reformers denounced       
policies and practices they deemed abusive and theologically     
bankrupt, risking expulsion from the church, outlaw status, and even 
bodily harm for their convictions.  

The hero of our tradition, of course, is Martin Luther, the German monk 
and university professor who first stirred up trouble by nailing ninety -
five points for debate on the castle church door in Wittenberg on October 31 st, 1517. Luther insisted that salvation rested 
on God®s grace alone as illuminated in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We can do nothing to earn or acquire 
salvation for ourselves, but can only grasp it through faith in God, then respond to it with love for our neighbors.  

When he was brought before officials at the Diet of Worms in 1521, Luther refused to renounce his views, famously     
declaring: ¯Here I stand, I can do no other. God help me. Amen.° Although there is no evidence indicating that he spoke 
these exact words, the legend has defined the spirit of reformation in the church ever since.  

Where do we stand 500 years later? What is the living legacy of the Reformation? And, how is the church still being 
reformed today ( ecclesia reformata semper reformanda )? These are questions we ought to address in earnest this 
year, even as we celebrate the events   of the sixteenth century. In other words, we ought to look back in order to look 
forward.  

Happy 500 th anniversary, and may God continue to embrace the world with grace by the gracious example of Christ®s 
church!  

Peace, 
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Outreach Ministry is forming a team of servers to fill in at the Armory.  This team will jump in to help when 
there are short notice cancellations. Servers will need to be able to arrive at the Armory location by 5:45pm 
and serve until 6:30pm.  We are compiling a list of volunteers who are interested in this opportunity to serve 
our neighbors.  When a serving opportunity comes up we will contact you to see if you are available to help.  

If you are interested in this opportunity to serve, there is a sign -up sheet in the fellowship hall.  

OUT REACH MINIST RY UPDATE 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Thanksgiving basket project and helped bring Christmas to a 

local family! I am inspired by all we can do, when so many work together. To start off the new year, we will 

once again focus on collecting items for the Communities in Schools backpack program. This program pro-

vides supplemental weekend food to elementary age children at our local schools.  Kids who have enough to 

eat will do better at school! We hope to gather enough items during January and February to fill 50 back-

packs!  

Grab the shopping list below and take it along with you when you shop!  Add one or two items for the back-
pack program each time you shop as part of your regular giving.  

¶ Single serve applesauce/fruit cups  

¶ Granola Bars  

¶ Ritz Crackers/single serve cracker packages  

¶ Single serve peanut butter/small jars peanut butter  

¶ Single serve tuna fish  

¶ Instant Oatmeal  

¶ Single Serve Cold Cereal/Small boxes cereal  

¶ Juice Boxes  

¶ Single serve/microwave pasta meals or pop top pasta meals  

¶ Pop top soups/stews  

Donation items can be left in the box marked ¯Communities in Schools° on the pew in Koinonia. Helping 
package the food to send home is another great way to serve our community. We anticipate another packag-
ing project this spring!  Keep an eye out for more information!  



 

 


